
Postcard-perfect views and a newly inviting space 
rewarded this family who, posted overseas, trusted 

interior designer Thomas Hamel to deliver the 
living area of their dreams in their absence.

Words CHRIS PE ARSON  Photography ANSON SMART

Party faithful

These pages In the living room, a massive picture window is like an ever-changing artwork. Jiun Ho ‘Maras’ armchairs and matching ottoman 
from Thomas Lavin, LA, upholstered in a Link outdoor fabric from Tigger Hall Design. Sofas custom-made by Thomas Hamel upholstered in Pierre 

Frey ‘Crozon Lin’ from Milgate. Cushions covered in Jim Thompson ‘Monterey Fog’ from Milgate. Custom coffee table with travertine top. Julian 
Chichester ‘Felix’ side tables from Laura Kincade. Crinkle side table no. 10 by Michael Gittings in mirror-polished stainless steel and At Rest (2019) 

stool in emu fathers by David Tate, both from Gallery Sally Dan-Cuthbert. Elan Atelier ‘Jaya’ floor lamp from Coup D’Etat, LA. Gregorius Pineo 
‘Archytas’ table lamp on side table from Kneedler Fauchère, LA. Trinket box from Formations, LA. Tibetan wool silk rug from Behruz Studio. 

Maternité sculpture on side table by Aude Herledan from 1831 Art Gallery, Paris. Florals throughout by Mandalay Flowers. 
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This page The generous dining room now comfortably seats 10. Gregorius Pineo ‘Hansen’ dining table in bleached walnut from Kneedler Fauchère, LA. 
‘Husk’ wrap-around dining chairs from Zuster. Philip Nimmo ‘Montage’ sideboard and Fisher Weisman ‘Gilded Cage’ round chandelier, both from Jean 
de Merry, LA. Platters on dining table from Studio Levine. Opposite page, from top Originally the family room, the dining room traded places so it could 

enjoy the views and sense of space. When We’re Gone plinth by Michael Gittings with Mythical Split sculpture by Heidi Melamed, both from Gallery Sally 
Dan-Cuthbert. Flooring in multi-honed grey marble from Granite & Marble Works. In the living room, Gregorius Pineo ‘Saussure’ console from Kneedler 

Fauchère, LA. Mythical Space: Blue sculpture on console by Heidi Melamed from Gallery Sally Dan-Cuthbert. Echoes of Amphora: Column Vessel sculpture 
on plinth by Eleanor Lakelin from 1831 Art Gallery, Paris. Gregorius Pineo ‘Tribal’ wallpaper in Inuit from Kneedler Fauchère, LA. Artwork, clients’ own.  W 

hat a spectacle to come home to. For the 
owners of this four-level house in Sydney’s 
eastern suburbs while a year living in Europe 
was transformative perhaps their return was 
even more so. Their harbourside home had 

experienced its own sea change, partly steered by the watercolour 
panorama that spreads out before it like an ever-changing artwork. 

Leaving in January 2019, the owners entrusted the keys to 
their long-term interior designer, Thomas Hamel, and returned 
12 months later to find their home miraculously altered. “I 
rarely get to do an unveiling like that. It was very exciting,” says 
Thomas. “They hadn’t seen the house for a year. Everything 
was picture perfect – many people feel sad when they return 
from overseas, but for them it was a whole new chapter.”

This renovation in absentia reflected the faith they had in 
Thomas, who had tweaked the home in the years since they bought 
it in 2006 – the main attractions being the “gun-barrel view” and 
the secluded beach below, ideal at the time for the owners and their 
three young children. While little has changed structurally since 
then, the interior furnishings and fittings have been a work in 
progress, with Thomas steadily refurbishing them as the ensuing 
years and the children’s rough and tumble left their mark. 

In a 2015 makeover, he reshuffled the sleeping areas. While the 
children were young, they occupied a bunk room beside the main 
bedroom on the third level. Then they decamped to the back of 
the house and the top level, while the former main bedroom 
became the walk-in robe and the bunk room morphed into the 
generous main bedroom of today. So five bedrooms became four.

Then, with the couple’s more recent continental sojourn, came 
the opportunity to remodel the living areas on the second,  »
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This page The mood is a little more laid-back in the family room with custom-made sofas upholstered in Fox Linton ‘Hengistbury’ in Day Break, and Holly 
Hunt ‘Mojave’ cocktail table, all from Kneedler Fauchère, San Francisco. On table, ‘Twist’ and ‘Spin’ vases by Rive Roshan from Gallery Sally Dan-

Cuthbert. Elan Atelier ‘Necked’ side table from Coup D’Etat, San Francisco. Ngumu Janka Warnti (All Made From Rubbish) chair in leather and aluminium 
by Trent Jansen and Johnny Nargoodah from Gallery Sally Dan-Cuthbert. Scatter cushions in Dedar fabric from South Pacific Fabrics. Custom rug from 
Behruz Studio. Lauren with Sunglasses and Soothsayer artworks by Petrina Hicks from Michael Reid Gallery. Opposite page, from left In the formal living 

room, ‘Newton’ console in black lacquered aluminium and gold-plated brass from Boca Do Lobo, Portugal. Keep the Earth Clean, It’s Not Uranus 
sculpture by Zhu Ohmu in glazed ceramic from Gallery Sally Dan-Cuthbert. Between mixed-media artwork by Aude Herledan from Kneedler Fauchère, 
LA. In another corner of the formal living room, Jiun Ho ‘Maras’ armchair and matching ottoman from Thomas Lavin, LA, upholstered in Link outdoor 

fabric from Tigger Hall Design. Julian Chichester ‘Felix’ side table from Laura Kincade with Maternité sculpture by Aude Herledan from 1831 Art Gallery, 
Paris. Crinkle side table no. 10 by Michael Gittings from Gallery Sally Dan-Cuthbert. Lumière artwork by Aude Herledan from 1831 Art Gallery, Paris.

«  living room level. “The decision to renovate then was a no-
brainer,” say the owners. The children had grown into teens so 
it was time for the interior to be updated and the family would 
be far away from the dust and debris. “We waited for them to 
go overseas and then we pressed the button,” says Thomas.

There were two issues to remedy, he says. First, the second 
level squandered the spectacular vista laid out before it. “It was 
crazy that as you walked up the stairs at the top, instead of the 
view, you looked at the kitchen with its row of cabinets and a long 
corridor. Then you had to walk past the cabinets to reach the 
living room.” The cramped dining room was undernourished for 
the family of five and the friends and relatives who regularly visit. 

Central to Thomas’s plan was to shift the kitchen from its 
grandstand position, bagging the views, which it shared with a 
breakfast room at the front of the house. He placed the kitchen to 
the northern side, where he extended the footprint to accommodate 
it, also including an informal eating area beside it. Meanwhile, in 
their place at the front was a living room where the family could 
soak up harbour views from the comfort of their armchairs. He 
added a fireplace as a focal point. He also swapped over the family 
room and dining room, so the former is now at the rear while the 
latter sits at the front of the house connected to the living room 
and that gobsmacking view by a bank of sliding doors. 

While Thomas says the changes are more planning rather 
than cosmetic, his trademarks are there, such as neutral palettes 
invigorated with splashes of colour, tactile texture and tailored 
furnishings, with much of the latter bought on shopping 
excursions to the US. “Thomas’s look is so inviting and 
calming,” say the owners. 

While the decorating palette picks up hues of the harbour, 
Thomas has added hints of pink and green, too, so nothing is 
predictable, “but grey-blues still give it sophistication”. Texture 
as always takes a front seat – shared with that view! – in the 
refurbished living areas as it does throughout the house. 
Patterned marble floor tiles replaced ceramic on this level, 
complemented by a concrete-rendered fireplace and textured 
tribal-inspired wallpaper. Meanwhile, he re-covered the sofa and 
extended the existing wool and silk rug in the living area. 
Because the rooms at the front are sun-drenched, Thomas used 
indoor-outdoor fabrics for durability and to prevent fading. 

As the owners are keen art lovers, curated pieces have been 
collected from the US, Europe and locally, with sculptures 
concentrated in the bright, sunny living areas at the front, while 
paintings – a precaution against fading – enhance the more 
shaded areas towards the back. And a whimsical piece at the top 
of the stairs remains an instant reminder that this is a family 
home with fun and timeless style cohabiting under the one roof. 
“That bubble console table from Portugal is a bit of playfulness 
as you come up the stairs,” says Thomas. “We have used playful, 
light materials with sophistication.”

As the home is equipped with a lift, the couple hope to live 
there after the children leave home. “We are in it for the long 
haul,” they say. “And, when we go away, we can just lock it up 
and go.” Next time, though, Thomas won’t be taking it over in 
their absence. But he will be always keen to visit. “Now there’s 
a real sense of wow as you walk up the staircase,” he enthuses. 
“You feel as if you are in a penthouse suite or on the bridge of 
a luxury yacht.”  #  thomashamel.com
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S P E E D  R E A D
» While the owners of this four-level home on Sydney Harbour went to live in Europe for a year, they 
left the keys with their trusted interior designer Thomas Hamel. » A few years earlier he had made 
over the bedroom level, creating a master ensuite with walk-in robe. This time, he focused on the 

living room area which failed to take full advantage of the view. The dining room, too, was underfed 
for an active family with frequent visitors. » Thomas moved the kitchen to the side of the house and 

used that space together with an adjacent breakfast room for a generous living room with iconic 
harbour views. Meanwhile, he swapped over the family room and the dining room, so that the former 

shifted to the back of the house, while the latter shared the views with the new living area. » While 
the palette draws on the view, Thomas has added splashes of energising pinks, greens and blues. 

Texture plays a leading role, expressed in the marble flooring, tactile wallpaper, hardwearing indoor-
outdoor upholstery fabrics and wool/silk blend rugs. » The impressive art collection throughout, 

including sculptures and oil paintings, was gleaned locally and from across the globe.

This page, clockwise from top The dressing room island was custom-made as was the chaise in the window. Stone sculptures on island from Bill 
Anson Gallery, Palm Springs. Ivana Taylor ‘Beau’ stool from Gallery Sally Dan-Cuthbert. ‘Victory’ floor lamp from Christopher Boots. On the shelves 
are a mix of tealights from Conley & Co and a platter from Studio Levine. In the master bathroom, towel from Loom Towels. In the entry, Gregorius 

Pineo ‘Orion’ bench from Kneedler Fauchère, LA, and custom console with stone sculpture from Bill Anson Gallery, Palm Springs. Wall artwork in 
stainless steel mesh by Mike Baird from Graphis. Rug from Behruz Studio. Opposite page Texture rules throughout, including in the main bedroom. 
Bedhead custom-made by Thomas Hamel & Associates and upholstered in Castel ‘Guero’ fabric in Pigeon. Bed cover in Kohro Citylights fabric in 

Methane from South Pacific Fabrics. ‘Arc’ wall sconce in Antique Bronze from Pottery Barn. Custom bench in oak and leather. Armchair upholstered 
in Castel ‘Lauranne’ fabric in Avoine. Holly Hunt ‘Juniper’ side table from Kneedler Fauchère, San Francisco. Wool and silk rug from Behruz Studio.
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W
HO OR WHAT HAVE BEEN SOME OF YOUR 

ENDURING CREATIVE INFLUENCES? The design 
process is ever-changing and evolving and I am 
constantly inspired by designers past and 
present. I was fortunate enough to commence 

my career at Parish-Hadley Associates, New York, who will forever 
be an ongoing influence as they instilled in me the fundamentals of 
design and I refer to these on a daily basis through my business, 
Thomas Hamel & Associates (TH&A). Travel is the best form of 
inspiration, not only from visiting museums, galleries and stores, 
but I am typically invited into homes of inspirational friends and 
associates, such as Kate Hume in Amsterdam, Veere Grenney in 
London, David Kleinberg in New York and Barbara Barry in LA. 
IS THERE A COMMON APPROACH THAT RUNS THROUGH YOUR 

WORK? Under Albert Hadley and Mrs Parish, I was taught to 
understand the importance of architectural features in a home and 
how these must be addressed long before actual design or decoration 
begins. These details are the crucial starting point to a project, then 
the decorative elements are added, more like icing on the cake.  
WHAT INITIALLY APPEALED ABOUT THE FOVEAUX STREET SITE? We 
enjoy tackling projects with a historical background and breathing 
new life into these buildings. With our new studio, the most unique 
and desirable aspect was the flood-lit, north-facing area that we 
immediately knew would be our samples library, the perfect space to 
let the creative juices flow. WHAT WERE SOME OF THE CHALLENGES 

OF THE SITE AND HOW DID YOU RESOLVE THEM? To establish a sense 
of flow throughout we came up with a dramatic, user-friendly 
staircase that provides access to all levels and is the ideal gallery wall 
to showcase our work. WHAT INFORMED THE SELECTION OF ART, 

FURNITURE, FITTINGS AND SURFACES? We wanted many ingredients 
to come together in a harmonious way. We have an eclectic selection 

Photography KRISTINA SOLJO

New York-trained designer Thomas Hamel converted  
a heritage inner-Sydney terrace into a stylish workspace 

that’s also a shining showcase for his studio’s stellar work.  

G A M E
c h a n g e r 

This page, clockwise from top left In the 
meeting room, Chinese lacquered table 
from Kazari with chairs from 55 Parrots. 
Artwork by Dr Christian Thompson AO 

from Michael Reid. ‘Marcel’ chandelier by 
Gregorius Pineo from Kneedler Fauchère. 

In the entry, ‘Namesake’ wallpaper by 
Gregorius Pineo from Kneedler Fauchère. 
Jerome Robbe artwork from Hervé Van 
der Straeten. Plinth by Paul Wells with 
sculpture by Soroku Toyoshima from 

Martyn Cook Antiques. Rug from Behruz 
Studio. Flooring by Terazzo Australia. The 

elegant facade, Surry Hills, Sydney.

This page The team at Thomas Hamel & Associates, 
from left: Becky Yager, Richard Ho, Mei Ning Lin, 
Eberto Escandon, Christiana Fantl, Kirsty McElroy, 
Carla Barton, Lynn Charoenchai, Thomas Hamel,  

Jessica Whiting, Brendan Guy.
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This page, clockwise from top In the 
samples library, island in Laminex Alaskan 

finish and open shelving in Calm White 
laminate, installed by Bober. Light over 

island by Gineico. On island, ‘Bonnaire’ tray 
by Gregorius Pineo from Kneedler Fauchère. 
‘Earthly Delights’ bowl by Ruth Levine from 

Studio Levine. Boxes of samples. Roof 
terrace and kitchen. ‘Tuilerie’ stool by 

Gregorius Pineo from Kneedler Fauchère. 
Artwork (top) by Joshua Yeldham from 

Arthouse Gallery. Artist’s proof print from 
Hedge, LA. Elk hickory engineered boards 

from Blackwattle Hardwood Floors.

This page, clockwise from top left  
A gallery wall of projects lines the upper 

stairs. Custom baluster by S&A Stairs. 
Cleopatra by Petrina Hicks and Untitled 

(Pot) 1 and 2 by Lauren Joffe, all from 
Michael Reid. Black glass sculptures from 

Micucci, LA. On the design floor, desks  
in Laminex Alaskan finish and shelving in 
Calm White installed by Bober. Bolon sisal 
in Mole. ‘Stackholmen’ woven stool from 
Ikea and ceramic stool from Jalan Jalan. 

Runner from Behruz Studio. 

of pieces that we enjoy changing up on a regular basis. We collaborate 
with Michael Reid Gallery which allows us to introduce new artists 
on a regular basis and it exposes our clients who visit the studio to 
possible pieces for their new homes. The stunning Philip Jeffries 
wallcoverings are from The Textile Company; tapware by Candana 
and The English Tapware Company; appliances from Winnings, 
Sub-Zero and Wolf; rugs from Behruz Studio; lighting from Urban 
Electric; wall coverings from Gregorius Pineo; marble from Granite 
& Marble Works; exquisite tiling from The Fine Line; and bespoke 
custom hardware from ADH Studio. HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE 

THE COMPLETED SPACE AND HOW DOES IT REFLECT THE WORK YOU 

DO? We wanted to create a boutique townhouse with influences of 
London and New York and this is exactly the experience as you walk 
inside. The space is a bespoke vision of TH&A as it incorporates 
architectural detailing with historic references in a more 
contemporary interior. It reflects our global shopping sprees and 
love of travel, allowing us to introduce our finds. The custom-made 
lighting in a hammered finish by artisians from Gregorius Pineo, 
LA, hand-painted wallcoverings by Philip Jeffries and bespoke 
artwork by Jerome Robb from Hervé van der Straeten, Paris, all fuse 
to represent our global vision. HOW DID YOU BALANCE THE PRACTICAL 

REQUIREMENTS OF THE STUDIO WITH THE SITE’S HERITAGE 

CONSIDERATIONS WHILE EXPRESSING TH&A'S AESTHETIC AND CREATIVE 

ETHOS? Focusing on architectural detailing while redesigning the 
internal layout and stabilising the balconies enabled us to respect the 
original structure of the building which now complements the 
modern interior. WHAT DO YOU ENJOY ABOUT WORKING IN YOUR 

NEW SPACE? The building offers many different rooms, each with its 
own ambience. It’s the first time in 30 years where I have my own 
office so I enjoy ‘quiet time’ on occasion but you will also find me at 
the meeting room table, floating among the designers in their studio 
or immersed in fabrics in the sample library. WHAT OTHER PROJECTS 

ARE YOU LOOKING FORWARD TO IN THE COMING YEAR? Visiting 
some special projects we have been working on via Zoom in Perth, 
Melbourne and Brisbane. We also have two other projects in Florida 
and LA once international travel resumes. thomashamel.com
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This page, clockwise from top Custom table 
by TH&A with woven chairs from 55 Parrots. 

‘Belmondo’ chandelier and linen wallpaper in 
Natural Finish, both by Gregorius Pineo from 

Kneedler Fauchère. Antique painted and 
lacquered Chinese cabinets from Graham 
Geddes Antiques store books and display 
sculptures from Bill Anson Galleries, Palm 

Springs. Alabaster Sky II by Matthew Johnson 
from Olsen Gallery. Custom brass and bronze 
fireplace by Oliver Tanner. Thomas with Jump 
Series No. 2 sculpture on plinth by Birgit Piskor 

from Kneedler Fauchère. The powder room 
features a work by Duncan Dupain. A brass 
inlay weaves through the powder room tiles.

This page In Thomas’s office, custom artworks by Los 
Angeles-based Gabriel Rivera. ‘Finchley’ armchair 
and ‘Nanking’ desk, both by Gregorius Pineo from 

Kneedler Fauchère. ‘Ramblas’ credenza from Hamel 
& Farrell Collection with ‘Loloi’ sculpture (left) 

from Michael Reid and African mask from Tribal Art 
Gallery, Capetown. Rug from Behruz Studio.


