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When interior designer
Thomas Hamel moved to
Sydney from New York

over 30 years ago, little did he know
one of  his first clients would go on
to tackle one of  the most
prestigious jobs in Australia.

“Malcolm and Lucy Turnbull,
they were one of  my first clients,”
Hamel says.

While we can’t confirm that
Hamel’s calm presence and styling
prowess influenced the former
prime minister’s journey towards
the impressive gig, he certainly did
win them over and create a space
they loved.

“They had used lots of  other
designers and they were wary of
designers. They said most of  the
time they wanted to get as much
money and furnishings and then
they run away, and that’s not what
I’m about. I’m about building
lifetime relationships,” he says.

“It was about building
confidence, I was fortunate to have
them as one of  my first stepping
stones into Australia. At that point,
they were living in a smaller
terrace house in Paddington, they
weren’t the political force that they
became.”

Sydney in the early ’90s was
worlds away from what it is now,
and galaxies away from Hamel’s

roots in New York working with
one of  the world’s most prestigious
interior design firms at the time,
Parish-Hadley. 

“I loved the Australian lifestyle,
in New York you’re in a
hermetically sealed box a lot of  the
time, and none of  that was
appropriate for here,” he says.

Instead of  grand Park Avenue
apartments, his new clientele were
craving open spaces that blurred
the lines between indoor and
outdoor spaces. However, similar
to his American clients, Hamel
says Sydneysiders wanted their
homes to include furniture, art and
homewares that told a story.

“Before, I used to try and bring

clients to the showrooms, so we’d
meet in Los Angeles, New York or
London and I’d be able to immerse
them in the experience of  the
showrooms,” he says. 

“That’s one of  the biggest parts
of  my practice and what I try to do,
to educate clients and make them
aware and show them everything
that is available so they can make
much more educated decisions.”

His practice, Thomas Hamel &
Associates, is based in Sydney and
Melbourne. Their projects have
splashed the pages of  Vogue
Living, Belle, and House & Garden. 

Perth is the next destination that
Hamel will be showcasing his
talents, as he takes on the redesign
of  Nedlands venue, Steves Bar and
Cafe. “I feel quite honoured being
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asked to assist with refreshing this
Perth icon,” he says. “It is amazing
how anyone in Perth who hears
mention of  Steves recognises this
special place.”

He says the renovations will
happen in a progression of  spaces
to ensure the popular joint won’t be
closed for too long. 

“There will be a fun private room
in the basement that will resemble
an elegant London-style wine
tasting room,” he says. 

“Watch this space, we say.”
With jetsetting across the world

ruled out for the near future, Hamel
says his practice has adapted with
social media, technology and
making the most of  local
craftspeople at their fingertips.

“We’re trying to nurture

workrooms and craftsmen in every
city,” he says.

“You can see a chair . . . but to
see the history and the
manufacturing
behind it is very
important. It gives
more of  a sense of
ownership of  a piece,
to have that pride of
what went into it . . . I
find now people want
to understand who
made it, how it was
made, and to have
that more bespoke
craftsman sensibility
about it.”

And with people spending
more time within their own
homes, rather than hotels

or AirBnbs in their favourite
destinations, Hamel says the funds
that would typically be spent on
holidaying are 

being poured in the
home. 

“I think it really
makes people realise,
‘Gosh, we should
have done this before,
why were we living in
a skimpy kind of
way?’” he says. 

“What is more of  a
priority, to be in a
hotel for a few days
here and there, or to

live somewhere constantly that’s
special?”

Thomas Hamel

“To have
that pride

of what
went 

into it.”

See thomashamel.com.
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